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invention. For example, the described implementation includes software but the present 
invention may be implemented as a combination of hardware and software or in hardware 
alone. The invention may be implemented with both object-oriented and non-object- 
oriented programming systems. Additionally, although aspects of the present invention 
are described as being stored in memory, one skilled in the art will appreciate that these 
aspects can also be stored on other types of computer-readable media, such as secondary 
storage devices, like hard disks, floppy disks, or CD-ROM; a carrier wave from the 
Internet or other propagation medium; or other forms of RAM or ROM. The scope of the 
invention is defined by the claims and their equivalents. 
WHAT IS CLXiMED IS : 

A method for providing information regarding savings associated 
travel alternatives comprising the steps, performed by a processor, of: 
receiving a reiju^st from a user reflecting a travel itinerary; 
analyzing the travel itiherary to determine a set of alternative itineraries 
comparable to the travel itinerary specified in the request based on selected rules 
associated with travel; 

determining a value for the travel itinerary spfeoified in the request; 
determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries; and 
generating a report reflecting the analysis and determinations. 
2. The method of claim 1, wherein\he report includes the travel itinerary 



specified in the request, each of the alternative itineraries, the value for each travel 
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itinerary, and a difference between tke value for the travel itinerary specified in the 
request and each of the alternative itiiieraries. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the request includes proximity tolerances 
specifying a user's acceptable range for alternative itineraries. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the request includes the name of an 
originatingT$cati§n and a destination, and wherein the analyzing step includes locating 
any alternate lodging thai lis^vtithinjte proximity tolerances. 

5. The method of claim 1 , whereiiTthe-request includes the name of an 
originating location and a destination; and wherein the receiving stejmcludes assigning 
geographical coordinates for each of the originating location and the destination^- 

6. The method of claim 5, Mierein the analyzing step includes generating a 
set of locations with coordinates located! within a predetermined range of the destination 
based on information from a geographical coordinates database. 

The method of claim 6, wnferein the step of generating a set of locations 
reducing the range when a number of locations in the set exceeds a 
predetermined number. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of generating a set of locations 
includes increasing the range when a number pf locations in the set is smaller than a 
predetermined number. 



9. The method of claim 
originating location and a destinati 
any iiiteHnediaEeTocations in a rout|e 



herein the request includestbe-^rfie^f an 

e analyzing step includes identifying 
between the originating location and a destination. 
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^ 1 0. The method of claim 1 , wherein the request includes the name of an 
originating location and a destination, and wherein the analyzing step includes locating 
any predetermined travel packages that include travel between the originating location 

and a destination 

\ 

1 1 . The^hiethod of claim 1 , wherein the generating step includes: 

sending at leasibne price-to-beat request to a selected service provider reflecting 
information on the travel itinerary with a value associated with the determined value for 
the travel itinerary specified i\the request and the determined value for each of the 
alternative itineraries; and 

receiving a response from th^sservice provider with information on a travel 
itinerary and a value of that travel itinerary, wherein the travel itinerary from the service 
provider may be the same or comparable, according to the service provider, to the user's 
travel itinerary or one of the alternative itinera 

\2. A computer-readable medium containing instructions for causing 
a computer to perform a method for providing information regarding savings associated 
travel alternatives, the method comprising the steps i 

receiving a request from the user reflecting a travel itinerary; 

analyzing the travel itinerary to determine a set of alternative itineraries 
comparable to the travel itinerary specified in the request basec^ on selected rules 
associated with travel; 



jes. 
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determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in the request; determining a value 
for each of theSterfimiv^^ and generating a report reflecting the analysis and 




determinations. 

13. The computer-readable mediiim of claim 12, wherein the report includes the 
travel itinerary specified in the request, each o^the alternative itineraries, the value for 
each travel itinerary, and a difference between the\alue for the travel itinerary specified 
in the request and each of the alternative itineraries. 

14. The computer-readable medium of claim 12, wherein the request includes 
proximity tolerances specifying a user's acceptable range for alternative itineraries. 

15. The computer-readable medium of claim 14, wherein the request includes 
the namfe^an originating location and a destination, and wherein the analyzing step 
includes locating any alternate lodging that is within the proximity tolerances. 

16. The computer-readable mSdkurrof claim 12, wherein the request includes 
the name of an originating location and a destination; and^her^in the receiving step 
includes assigning geographical coordinates for each of the originating loc§ttea>and^the 
destination. 

1 7. The computer-readable irledium of claim 1 6, wherein the analyzing step 
includes generating a set of locations with coordinates located within a predetermined 
range of the destination based on information from a geographical coordinates database. 

18. The computer-readable meqium of claim 1 7, wherein the step of 
generating a set of locations includes reducing the range when a number of locations in 
the set exceeds a predetermined number. 
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19. The computer 



readable medium of claim 17, wherein the step of 



generating a set of locations i icludes increasing the range when a number of locations in 
the set is smaller than a predetermined number. 

20. The computer-readable medium of claim 12, wherein the request includes 
the name of an originating locatioi aicLa destination, and wherein the analyzing step 
inch^ locations in a route between the originating location 



and a destination. 

.21 . The computer-readable medium of claim 12, wherein the request includes 
the name of an originating location and a destination, and wherein the analyzing step 
includes locating any predetermined travel packages that include travel between the 
originating locationWd a destination. 

22. The compeer-readable medium of claim 12, wherein the generating 
step includes: 

sending at least one price-to^eat request to a selected service provider reflecting 
information on the travel itinerary with a\alue associated with the determined value for 
the travel itinerary specified in the request anchjie determined value for each of the 
alternative itineraries; and 

receiving a response from the service provider with information on a travel 
itinerary and a value of that travel itinerary, wherein the traveUtinerary from the service 
provider may be the same or comparable, according to the servic^Rrovider, to the user's 
travel itinerary or one of the alternative itineraries. 
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23-^^A computer system for providing information regarding savings 
associated travel alternatives comprising: 

\ buy^iriterface for producing a request from a user reflecting a travel itinerary; 

and 

a server for analyzing the travd>itinerary to determine a set of alternative 
itineraries comparable to the travel itinerary spbtified in the request based on selected 
rules associated with travel, for determining a value fbr.the travel itinerary specified in 
the request, for determining a value for each of the alteraative^hk^eraries, and for 
generating a report reflecting the analysis and determinations. 

24. The computer system of claim\23, wherein the report includes the travel 
itinerary specified in the request, each of the alterative itineraries, the value for each 
travel itinerary, and a difference between the value for the travel itinerary specified in the 
request and each of the alternative itineraries. 

25. The computer system off claim 23, wherein the request includes proximity 



tolerances specifying a user's acceptable range for alternative itineraries. 

2fc>^ The computer system of claim 25, wherein the request includes the name 
of an originating lcte^tion and a destination, and wherein the analyzing step includes 
locating any alternate lodgin^iat is within the proximity tolerances. 

27. The computer system oft^l^im 23, wherein the request includes the name 
of an originating location and a destination, and wierdn the receiving step includes 
assigning geographical coordinates for each of the originatiiig-lQcation and the 
destination. 
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28. The computer system of claim 27, wherein the analyzing step includes 
geneniting a set of locations with coordinates located within a predetermined range of the 
destination bas&kqn information from a geographical coordinates database. 

29. The computeissystem of claim 28, wherein the step of generating a set 
of locations includes reducing the range^Wken a number of locations in the set exceeds a 
predetermined number. 

30. The computer system of claim 28, whereinth^step of generating a set of 
locations includes increasing the range when a number of locations liTth^set is smaller 
than a predetermined number. 

3 1 . The computer system of clah6 123, wherein the request includes the name 
^ pf an originating location and a destinatioa<m^wherein the analyzing step includes _ 
identifying any intermediate locations iiya route between the originating location and a 
destination. 

(2. The computer system of claim 23, wherein the request includes the name 
of an originatihg. location and a destination, and wherein the analyzing step includes 
locating any predetehmned travel packages that include travel between the originating 
location and a destination. 

33. The computer systehiof claim 23, including a trader interface for receiving 
price-to-beat requests from the server anoiqr providing a response with information on a 
travel itinerary and a value of that travel itinerary>wherein the travel itinerary from the 
trader interface may be the same or comparable, accordin^to the service provider, to the 
user*s travel itinerary or one of the alternative itineraries. 
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3^4. The computer system of claim 23, including a supplier interface for 
receiving £rice-to-beat requests from the server and for providing response with 
information on a travel itinerary and a value of that travel itinerary, wherein the travel 
itinerary from thh supplier interface may be the same or comparable, according to the 
service provider, to the user's travel itinerary or one of the alternative itineraries. 

35. The computer system of claim 23, including a supplier interface for 
receiving availability price\equests from the server and for providing availability price 
responses with information on\a travel itinerary and a value of that travel itinerary, 
wherein the travel itinerary from the supplier interface may be the same or comparable, 
according to the service provider, to\he user's travel itinerary or one of the alternative 
itineraries. 

36^ A computer system for prodding information regarding savings 
associated travel alternatives comprising: 

an interface means for producing a reques\from a user reflecting a travel 
itinerary; and 

a serving means for analyzing the travel itinerary to determine a set of alternative 
itineraries comparable to the travel itinerary specified in tlrfe request based on selected 
rules associated with travel, for determining a value for the travel itinerary specified in 
the request, for determining a value for each of the alternative itineraries, and for 
generating a report reflecting the analysis and determinations. 
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